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DI‘. l{. “ViSh” Viﬂwanaﬂl is an Associate Professor
in the Department of Society, Human Development, and Health at the
Harvard School of Public Health (HS5PH), a faculty member in the
Center for Community-Based Research (CCBR) at the Dana-Farber
Cancer Institute (DFCI), and director of the Health Communication
Core of the Dana-Farber/Harvard Cancer Center (DF/HCC). He also
chairs the Steering Committee for the Health Communication Concentra-
tion at HSPH and teaches health communication courses within this
concentration.

Before coming to Harvard, Dr. Viswanath was the Acting Associate
Director of the Behavioral Research Program, Division of Cancer
Control and Populations Sciences at the National Cancer Institute. As
Acting AD of BRP, Dr. Viswanath was responsible for 50 scientific and
administrative staff and for extramural scientific developments in
behavioral sciences at NCIL. He was also a senior scientist in NCI's

Health Communication and Informatics Research Branch. He went to the

Mational Cancer Institute from The Ohio State University where he was a tenured faculty member in the School of Journalism
and Communication with an adjunct appointment in the School of Public Health. Dr: Viswanath was also a Center Scholar with
Ohio State's Center for Health Outcomes, Policy, and Evaluation Studies. Dr. Viswanath received his doctoral degree in Mass
Communication from the University of Minnesota.

Dr. Viswanath is the recipient of the Mayhew Derryberry Award from the American Public Health Association [APHA) for his
contribution to health education research and theory (2009). He was elected Fellow of the Society for Behavioral Medicine
(2008) and the Midwest Association for Public Opinion Research [2006]. He is also chair of the Board of Scientific Counselors
for the National Center for Health Marketing at the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. He was appointed to this post
by US Department of Health and Human Services Secretary Michael Levitt.

Dr. Viswanath is active in numerous professional organizations. He was the Chair of the Mass Communication Division of the
International Communication Association and is a member and past President of the Midwest Association for Public Opinion
Research. He was the Head of the Theory and Methodology Division of the Association for Education in Journalism and Mass
Communication. He is also a member of American Society for Preventive Oncology, the American Public Health Association,
and the Society for Behavioral Medicine.

Dr. Viswanath has published extensively on a range of topics spanning health communication, social epidemiology, and social
and health behavior in both health and communication journals. He is the co-editor of three books: Mass Media, Social Control
and Social Change {1999), Health Behavior and Health Education: Theory, Research, and Practice (2008), and the National
Cancer Institute’s Tobacco Monograph: The Role of Media in Promoting and Reducing Tobacco Use (2008). In addition, Dr:
Viswanath is the Social and Behavioral Research editor for The International Encyclopedia of Communication (2008), a 12-
volume project published by Blackwell Publishing under the General Editorship of Dr. Wolfgang Donsbach.

Dr. Viswanath's research draws on literature in communication science, social epidemiology, and social and health behavior: He
is, however, equally concerned with bridging the gap between "discovery” and "delivery” and is working toward translating
knowledge to influence public health policy and practice.




