Hawai‘i Y Public Health Association

February 1, 2018

To: The Honorable John Mizuno, Chair
The Honorable Bertrand Kobayashi, Vice Chair
Members of the House Committee on Health and Human Services

Re: Strong Support for HB2492
Hrg:  February 2, 2018 at 8:30am at Capitol Room 329

The Hawaii Public Health Association is a group of over 600 community members, public health
professionals and organizations statewide dedicated to improving public health. HPHA also serves as a
voice for public health professionals and as a repository for information about public health in the Pacific.

HPHA strongly supports HB2492 which would regulate disposable electronic smoking devices (ESDs) and
e-liquids as tobacco products through taxation, shipment restrictions, and licensing and permitting.

E-cigarette use or vaping among youth and young adults has become a national public health concern. E-
cigarettes are now the most popularly used tobacco product among youth and young adults, surpassing
cigarettes. While smoking rates in Hawaii have decreased through the years, ESD use has rapidly
increased, threatening significant public health gains made over the last decade. This is particularly
concerning because e-cigarettes provide a new way to deliver the addictive drug nicotine. No matter how
itis delivered, nicotine exposure can lead to addiction and harm the developing brain. Studies are also
finding that ESDs can lead to smoking cigarettes for new users, including kids.

Without regulation, e-cigarette manufacturers will continue to aggressively market their products by
using young adults and celebrities as endorsers, glamorizing its use, promoting deep discounts, and
offering popular local e-liquid flavors such as Kona coffee, Maui mango, and pineapple.

Now that the FDA has deemed ESDs as tobacco products, I urge the legislature to regulate and tax
disposable e-cigarettes and e-liquid the same way as other tobacco products. ESDs are the only tobacco
product without a tobacco tax and increasing the price is a proven strategy that discourages access to
these products. In addition, a portion of these revenues should be dedicated to tobacco prevention and
quit programs.

This bill will also require a permitting and licensing which will allow the state to know who is selling e-
cigarettes in Hawai‘i and work with these merchants to educate and enforce current tobacco laws.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony on important health issues affecting people in
Hawai'i.

Respectfully submitted,

Kesslo

Holly Kessler, cutive Director
Hawai’i Public Health Association
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