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Keynote Speaker

“APHA and Affiliates Responding to and Shaping  
Public Health in the US - Now and the Future”

❖Joseph Telfair, DrPH, MSW, MPH
▪ President Elect- American Public Health Association (APHA)

▪ Professor of Public Health Practice and Research, Dual Chair

▪ Department of Community Health

▪ Department of Health Policy and Management (Interim)

▪ Karl E. Peace Distinguished Chair of Public Health

▪ Jiann-Ping Hsu College of Public Health



MAHALO

TO OUR 

GENEROUS 

SPONSORS!
University of Hawaii at Manoa
Office of Public Health Studies
Ira Hiscock Lecture Series

College of Health & Society
Department of Public Health 
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Board Activities

❖ Board Meetings are held every two months throughout the year. 

❖ Committee planning is carried out during board meetings and committee meetings.

❖ All HPHA Members are encouraged to join our committees: 

▪ Governance

▪ Programs & Member Services

▪ Fund Development & Finance

▪ Legislative & Government Relations

▪ Ad Hoc: Conference Planning

❖ If you would like to join a committee, please contact: 
HPHA Executive Director, Holly Kessler, at holly@hawaiipublichealth.org

mailto:holly@hawaiipublichealth.org


2017 Legislative Report

❖ HPHA has been active during the 2017 Hawaii State Legislative Session, 
testifying on bills relating to oral health, tobacco & e-cigarettes, 
contraceptive supplies, and kupuna care.

❖ Submitted testimony can be viewed on our website at 
www.hawaiipublichealth.org

❖ 2018 Committee on Legislative & Government Relations is seeking a Chair. 

http://www.hawaiipublichealth.org/


2017 

Membership 

Summary

TOTAL MEMBERSHIP = 624

▪ Regular = 500

▪ Student = 59

▪ Lifetime = 56 

▪ Senior = 9



Membership Levels & Fees

❖ Regular = $35 / year

❖ Student = first year free; $20 / year thereafter

❖ Senior = $15 / year

❖ Lifetime Member = $250

▪ Never receive another renewal reminder again! 

Regular

Student

Lifetime Senior



Lifetime Members
1. Monica Adams

2. Nalani Aki

3. Ken Akinaka

4. Susan Anderson

5. Subroto Banerji

6. Nancy Bartter

7. Gigliola Baruffi

8. Mona Bomgaars

9. Kathryn L. Braun

10. Tracy Brumskill

11. Clifford Chang

12. Tai-Ho Chen

13. Elise Davis

14. Phyllis Dendle

15. Jennifer Elia

16. Victoria Fan

17. Marie Fialkowski

18. Christian Gloria

19. Deborah Goebert

20. John Grove

21. Pedro Haro-Arvizu

22. Robert Hirokawa

23. Lila Johnson

24. Patricia Jordan

25. Jane K. Kadohiro

26. Lisa Kehl

27. Lorrin Kim

28. Pamela Lichty

29. Mele Look

30. Yuanan Lu

31. Jay Maddock

32. Linda Mau

33. Annette Mente

34. Cortney Midla

35. Matthew Nagato

36. Michele Nakata

37. Gerald Ohta

38. Sheryl Okamura

39. Nancy Partika

40. Walter Patrick

41. Laura Reichhardt

42. Hali Robinett

43. Katherine Richards

44. Linda Rosen

45. Kathleen M. Sassi

46. Jeanelle Sugimoto-Matsuda

47. Michelle Tagorda

48. Joan Takamori

49. Colby Takeda

50. Sharon Thomas

51. Mark Tomita

52. James Tyson

53. Noelani Wilcox

54. Rachael Wong

55. Valerie Yontz

56. Deborah Zysman

(New Lifetime Members)



Organizational Membership

❖ Maile Level - $1,000 / year (includes 10 individual memberships)

❖ Hibiscus Level - $500 / year (includes 5 individual memberships)

❖ Plumeria Level - $200 / year (includes 2 individual memberships)

❖ Each organization will receive:

▪ Your organization’s logo and link on HPHA’s website.

▪ Recognition at HPHA’s Annual Meeting.

▪ Individual HPHA memberships for staff, based on your level.



Mahalo to Our 
Organizational Members

University of Hawaii at Manoa
Office of Public Health Studies
Ira Hiscock Lecture Series

College of Health & Society
Department of Public Health 



Membership Survey Results

Spring 2017 HPHA Membership Survey

❖Vanessa Garcia
▪ Practicum Intern, Hawaii Public Health Association

▪ Treasurer, HPU Public Health Club (Registered Student Org)

▪ Student, HPU Bachelor of Science in Public Health 



Major Findings: 2017 Hawaii 

Public Health Association 

Membership Survey
Vanessa Garcia

Hawaii Pacific University

Spring 2017



Objective

● To enhance member experiences and engagement 

(e.g., redesigning programs/services, planning 

events/activities)



Response 

Summary
83
Responses

16% of 516 

active members



Demographics



Q1: Where are you located (City, Island, 

State)?

● Total Responses: 82

● Majority of HPHA members live on Oahu (~83% or 68 members)



Q5: Are you currently a student?

● Total Responses: 82

● Majority of HPHA members are not currently students (~81%) and about (~16%) are currently 

graduate school students



Q7: In what field is your academic degree 

and/or area of expertise?

● Total Responses: 81

Other: Microbiology, Virology, English, 

Biology, Secretarial, Medicine, Engineering,

Political Science, Biochemistry, Physical 

Activity and Built Environment, etc.



Q8: For which type of setting do you work? 

(check all that apply)

● Total Responses: 83

● Majority of HPHA members work for Non-Profit NGOs (21), Government (28), and Academic 

Institutions (23)



Membership & 

Benefits



Q11: Why did you join HPHA?

● Total Responses: 74

● Majority stated:

○ Networking

○ Interest in public health issues

○ Trainings

○ Discounted conference fees



Q17: What could HPHA do to improve 

membership benefits and enhance your 

experience?

● Total Responses: 48

● Majority stated:

○ More networking events

○ Focus on health advocacy

○ Access/events for neighbor islands

○ More opportunities for students/volunteers



Q18: If HPHA were to offer more trainings/workshops, 

which types would you prefer? (check all that apply)

● Total Responses: 82

● Majority stated:

○ Partnered (~68%)

○ Online (~62%)

○ In-person (~62%)



Q19: Over the recent years, HPHA has led initiatives and 

projects in the areas of homelessness, climate change, and 

oral health--to name a few. Toward what other areas of 

public health should HPHA direct its attention and efforts?

● Total Responses: 70

● Majority stated:

○ Mental health

○ Global health

○ Injury & violence prevention

○ Aging

○ Health equity/disparities



Q21: Please share any comments/suggestions 

regarding future PROGRAMS or SERVICES that are 

important to you or that HPHA should offer.

● Total Responses: 32

● Majority stated:

○ To focus on students

■ Mentorships/Internships

■ Continuing Education Credits

■ Getting other schools involved



Member 

Communication



Q25: What type of content/info would you like 

to see on HPHA’s website?

● Total Responses: 39

● Majority stated:

○ Simplify it/make navigation easier

○ Public health research

○ Opportunities for involvement

○ Legislative bills HPHA is following



Member 

Engagement



Q32: Final Feedback

● Total Responses: 19

● Participants stated:

○ More integration with APHA

○ More HPHA officer visibility

○ Partnerships/collaborations with other public health organizations in Hawaii



Major Findings: 2017 Hawaii 

Public Health Association 

Membership Survey Analysis
Vanessa Garcia

Hawaii Pacific University

Spring 2017



National Public Health Week 

❖ Roundtable Mixer in April 2017

▪ 90 participants, 32 of which were students.

▪ The new format of round table discussion was very well received.



National Public 
Health Week 

❖Mahalo!

▪ Planning Committee Members

▪ Sponsor: UH Cancer Center

▪ Partners, Speakers, & Volunteers

❖ NPHW 2018

▪ April 2-8, 2018

▪ Theme: “Healthiest Nation 2030, 
Changing our Future Together”

▪ Be a planning committee member!

▪ www.nphw.org

http://www.nphw.org/


Weekly 

E-Blast & 

Special 

E-Blasts 

to 

Members



HPHA

Website,

Facebook,

LinkedIn,

Instagram



ARGC’s Report

HPHA’s Affiliate Representative to the Governing Council (ARGC) of the 
American Public Health Association (APHA)

❖ Hali Robinett, MPH

▪ HPHA’s ARGC for the three-year term 2015 to 2018

▪ ROLE: Assist HPHA and its leadership to support the APHA/Affiliate 
relationship: represent HPHA on APHA Governing Council, disseminate 
information (both to HPHA & APHA); liaise with ARGCs, assist with 
legislative advocacy and implementation; encourage leadership 
participation in APHA

▪ New Appointment, APHA’s Action Board Representative to the Council of 
Affiliates, Nov 8, 2017 to Nov 11, 2020

▪ Chair, 2012 Pacific Global Health Conference, HPHA

▪ Program Manager, UOG/UHCC Partnership to Advance 
Cancer Health Equity, University of Hawaii Cancer Center



ARGC’s Report
APHA Member Benefits (see video series: http://www.apha.org/membership/member-benefits/videos-for-members)

◦ Career dev., skills building  & leadership opportunities (webinars, jobs, training, appointments/elected posts ), 
PH news, info, science (Nation’s Health, AJPH, PH Newswire), networking (membership databases, socials, etc)

APHA Annual Meeting and Expo:

◦ Creating the Healthiest Nation: Ensuring the Right to Health, Denver, Oct 29-Nov 2, 2016

◦ Creating the Healthiest Nation: Climate Changes Health, Atlanta, Nov 4-8, 2017

▪ Business mtgs: Governing Council, Council of Affiliates, Action Board  

▪ Joint Policy Committee Public Hearings; 15 policy statements

▪ A6: Public Health and Early Childhood Education: Support for Universal Preschool in the United States

▪ C1: Addressing Law Enforcement Violence as a Public Health Issue (2016 late-breaker resubmission)

▪ Forum and Caucus meetings & social hours, e.g. Student Caucus, AIANNH Caucus, API Caucus, 

▪ Advocacy for Leaders Session: learn about advocacy & communication tools & resources available to 
affiliates, best practices for successful advocacy campaign, framing PH messages, etc.

▪ Volunteer opportunities: Affiliate booth, judge student posters, moderate sessions

▪ Follow HPHA next month @Hipublichealth; tweeting all week long from Atlanta!

http://www.apha.org/membership/member-benefits/videos-for-members
https://www.apha.org/~/media/files/pdf/policy/2017/2017_a6.ashx
https://www.apha.org/~/media/files/pdf/policy/2017/2017_c1.ashx


Bright Smiles Hawaii Report

Interim Project Director, Bright Smiles Hawaii

❖Ethan Allen, PhD
▪ President, Hawaii Public Health Association

▪ Director, Water for Life at Pacific Resources for 
Education and Learning (PREL)

▪ Principal Investigator, National Science Foundation funded 
Water for Life: Community Education for Water Conservation 
and Rainwater Harvesting in the US Affiliated Pacific Islands



Bright Smiles Hawaii (BSH), an initiative of HPHA, was established in 2016 with a $150,800 grant from the DentaQuest Foundation.

Mission to broaden the dialogue on oral health issues among federal agencies, state organizations, 
and community partners to integrate perspectives, bridging cultural oral health issues, barriers, and strategies.

Accomplishments:

▪ Established Oral Health Disparities Community Advisory Network which includes representatives from the DOH and DOE, among others. 

▪ Four Community Innovation Awards have been granted in oral health outreach, education, and information gathering in at-risk communities. 

▪ BSH website provides resources and information about BSH and OH in Hawaii www.brightsmileshawaii.org. 

▪ BSH’s statewide OH Disparities Survey resulted in over 700 surveys; analysis and reporting is available on our website.

Through BSH, HPHA strives to improve the public perception of the value of oral health to overall health. 

▪ Work focuses on the neediest, most at-risk and disadvantaged populations. 

▪ Overall goal is to support a more inclusive and responsive collaboration that will result in better oral health outcomes for ALL residents of Hawaii.

For more information on the project activities or to become involved, contact Ethan Allen at ethan@hawaiipublichealth.org.

BSH Report

http://www.brightsmileshawaii.org/
mailto:ethan@hawaiipublichealth.org


Treasurer’s Report

❖Tiana Fontanilla, MPH
▪ Treasurer, Hawaii Public Health Association

▪ Research Associate, Division of Family Planning, JABSOM OB/GYN

▪ Co-Chair, 2016 Hawaii Public Health Conference



Treasurer’s 

Report

Sept 2016 - Sept 2017



Proposed Revisions to
HPHA’s Constitution & Bylaws

Christian Gloria, PhD, CHES (VP & President-Elect of  HPHA)

❖ Memo (12 Sep 2017)

❖ HPHA Constitution & Bylaws

https://gallery.mailchimp.com/a7fa0323c83f6e6bc67435570/files/224cc8cb-f398-4b60-9aec-5649e6ad1aa4/Letter_of_President_Elect_to_HPHA_Membership_re_Revised_C_B_09_Sep_2017_.pdf
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0ByX8YRvR01R0RnNxRVQ2Rkp5enM


Elections of Officers 
and Directors of the Board

Ethan Allen, PhD (President of  HPHA)
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Elections of Officers 
and Directors of the Board

Click Here to View the 2018 Candidates

http://hawaiipublichealth.org/page-1863090
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