Hawaii  Public Health Association

March 16, 2020

To: The Senate Committee on Ways and Means
The Honorable Donovan M. Dela Cruz, Chair
The Honorable Gilbert S.C. Keith-Agaran, Vice Chair

Re: Strong Support of HB2047 HD1, SD1 Relating to Health

Hrg:  March 17, 2020 at 2:16 PM at Capitol Room 211

Please excuse the lateness of this testimony. The Hawaii Public Health Association (HPHA) is a group of over
600 community members, public health professionals and organizations statewide dedicated to improving public
health. HPHA also serves as a voice for public health professionals and as a repository for information about
public health in the Pacific.

HPHA strongly supports HB2047 HD1, SD1 which would establish a task force within the Department of
Health to identify therapies and home- and community-based care services that may benefit persons having fetal
alcohol spectrum disorders (FASD), including therapies and treatments that may benefit them as adults. This
measure also requires the task to recommend in the form of a report to the Legislature that includes necessary
policy or rule changes, or legislation to increase access to these therapies and services.

Studies on the prevalence and characteristics of FASD found the prevalence to be 6 and 9 per 1,000 children.'

Based on physical assessments, FASD prevalence could range as high as 1 to 5 per 100 school children.? With
an existing need clear, HPHA urges successful passage of this measure, as any findings and recommendations

coming from this task force would help the people of Hawaii not only better understand exactly the impacts of
FASD on human development but also how to care for those currently with FASD and those in the future who
will have it.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony on important health issues affecting people in Hawaii.

Respectfully submitted,

Legislative Committee Chair
Hawaii Public Health Association
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