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I	
  want	
  to	
  par5cipate	
  in	
  
the	
  PH	
  response	
  to	
  

climate	
  change	
  in	
  health	
  

I	
  am	
  interested	
  in	
  the	
  
response	
  but	
  do	
  not	
  feel	
  
I	
  have	
  the	
  informaiton	
  or	
  
skills	
  to	
  address	
  the	
  issue	
  

I	
  feel	
  that	
  the	
  issue	
  is	
  
beFer	
  handled	
  by	
  others	
  
with	
  climate	
  change-­‐
specific	
  exper5se	
  

I	
  have	
  no	
  real	
  interest	
  in	
  
being	
  a	
  part	
  of	
  the	
  
climate	
  change	
  and	
  

health	
  response	
  effort	
  

In	
  terms	
  of	
  climate	
  change	
  and	
  its	
  health	
  impacts,	
  my	
  
feelings	
  about	
  my	
  personal	
  role	
  on	
  this	
  issue	
  is:	
  (N=83)	
  

Public	
  Health	
  
Professionals	
  Would	
  
Like	
  to	
  Par6cipate	
  in	
  
Responding	
  to	
  Climate	
  
Change	
  in	
  Health	
  Issues	
  

	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Climate	
  Change	
  IS	
  a	
  Public	
  Health	
  issue	
  
• Approximately	
  58%	
  of	
  public	
  health	
  professionals	
  responding	
  were	
  
“very	
  concerned”	
  about	
  the	
  poten5al	
  impacts	
  of	
  Climate	
  Change	
  on	
  
health	
  on	
  Hawai‘i	
  residents	
  or	
  felt	
  that	
  it	
  was	
  the	
  number	
  one	
  health	
  
issue	
  today	
  
• Just	
  over	
  29%	
  were	
  “somewhat	
  concerned”	
  
• Approximately	
  66%	
  felt	
  that	
  the	
  impacts	
  of	
  Climate	
  Change	
  on	
  
health	
  in	
  Hawai‘i	
  received	
  “liFle	
  to	
  no	
  aFen5on”	
  
• Less	
  than	
  6%	
  felt	
  that	
  the	
  impacts	
  of	
  Climate	
  Change	
  on	
  Health	
  have	
  
received	
  “a	
  lot	
  or	
  too	
  much	
  aFen5on”	
  

In	
  terms	
  of	
  human	
  health	
  consequences,	
  the	
  key	
  	
  
Climate	
  Change	
  and	
  Health	
  risks	
  for	
  Hawai‘i	
  (based	
  on	
  IPCC	
  risk	
  

factors)	
  were	
  iden6fied	
  by	
  HPHA	
  members	
  to	
  be:	
  
#1:	
  Asthma,	
  Respiratory	
  Allergies	
  and	
  Airway	
  Diseases	
  	
  
#2:	
  Foodborne	
  Diseases	
  and	
  Nutri5on	
  	
  
#3:	
  Heat-­‐Related	
  Morbidity	
  and	
  Mortality	
  	
  
#4:	
  Cancer	
  

Establishing	
  the	
  Hawai‘i	
  Working	
  Group	
  on	
  Climate	
  Change	
  and	
  Health:	
  	
  
Encouraging	
  public	
  health	
  focus	
  on	
  the	
  impacts	
  of	
  climate	
  change	
  through	
  intersectoral	
  collaboraKon,	
  

key	
  partnerships	
  and	
  greater	
  community	
  involvement	
  
	
  

HPHA	
  is	
  an	
  affiliate	
  of	
  the	
  APHA	
  and	
  an	
  associa5on	
  of	
  community	
  members,	
  public	
  health	
  professionals	
  and	
  organiza5ons	
  dedicated	
  to	
  
improving	
  public	
  health.	
  	
  HPHA	
  represents	
  a	
  membership	
  of	
  over	
  650	
  prac55oners,	
  professionals,	
  and	
  students	
  in	
  the	
  field	
  of	
  public	
  health	
  
statewide.	
  HPHA	
  also	
  serves	
  as	
  a	
  voice	
  for	
  public	
  health	
  professionals	
  and	
  as	
  a	
  repository	
  for	
  informa5on	
  about	
  public	
  health	
  in	
  the	
  Pacific.	
  

HPHA	
  strives	
  to	
  promote	
  health	
  equity	
  and	
  overall	
  well-­‐being	
  in	
  Hawai’i	
  by:	
  
•  providing	
  leadership	
  and	
  educa5on	
  on	
  public	
  health	
  issues	
  
•  promo5ng	
  advocacy	
  and	
  suppor5ng	
  coali5ons	
  for	
  healthy	
  communi5es,	
  	
  

popula5ons	
  and	
  environments	
  
•  fostering	
  networks	
  and	
  training	
  opportuni5es	
  for	
  public	
  health	
  professionals	
  

HPHAs	
  Role	
  in	
  HCR	
  108	
  

ImplementaKon	
  of	
  House	
  Concurrent	
  ResoluKon	
  HCR	
  108,	
  SD1	
  

“Requested	
  the	
  convening	
  of	
  a	
  Hawai’i	
  Climate	
  Change	
  and	
  Health	
  Working	
  Group	
  by	
  the	
  Dept.	
  of	
  Health	
  to	
  assess	
  the	
  scope	
  of	
  risks	
  of	
  
climate	
  change	
  on	
  the	
  health	
  of	
  Hawai‘i’s	
  residents	
  and	
  to	
  develop	
  a	
  strategic	
  plan	
  to	
  address	
  climate	
  change	
  risks	
  to	
  health	
  statewide”	
  

Michelle	
  Tagorda,	
  MPH,	
  Nancy	
  Par5ka,	
  RN,	
  MPH,	
  Gerald	
  Ohta,	
  MPH	
  
Hawai’i	
  Climate	
  Change	
  and	
  Health	
  	
  

Working	
  Group	
  Goals	
  

ALOHA!	
  	
  For	
  More	
  InformaKon:	
  

• In	
  2013,	
  HPHA’s	
  Board	
  began	
  discussing	
  the	
  public	
  health	
  response	
  
to	
  climate	
  change	
  and	
  its	
  impacts	
  on	
  health	
  
• In	
  2014,	
  HPHA	
  applied	
  for	
  and	
  received	
  a	
  $10,000	
  grant	
  from	
  APHA,	
  
to	
  establish	
  and	
  implement	
  a	
  public	
  policy	
  project,	
  called	
  	
  
Health	
  in	
  All	
  Policies	
  (HIAP)	
  
• Our	
  overall	
  aim	
  was	
  to	
  address	
  the	
  social	
  determinants	
  of	
  health	
  by	
  
focusing	
  on	
  climate	
  change	
  and	
  its	
  consequences	
  on	
  health	
  
outcomes,	
  through	
  adop5on	
  of	
  new	
  state	
  policy	
  
• Following	
  an	
  HPHA	
  Climate	
  Change	
  and	
  Health	
  survey	
  of	
  HPHA	
  
membership	
  (August-­‐Sept.	
  2014),	
  an	
  October	
  2014	
  Stakeholders	
  
Briefing	
  was	
  held	
  at	
  the	
  State	
  Capitol,	
  where	
  survey	
  informa5on	
  and	
  
other	
  climate	
  change	
  and	
  health	
  presenta5ons	
  were	
  shared	
  

The	
  Hawai‘i	
  Public	
  Health	
  Associa5on:	
  hawaiipublichealth@gmail.com	
  
	
  
Nancy	
  Par5ka	
  (HPHA	
  President	
  and	
  WG	
  Co-­‐chair):	
  	
  
nan5ka@hawaii.edu	
  
Gerald	
  Ohta	
  (HPHA	
  ARGC):	
  	
  
gohtahpha@yahoo.com	
  
Michelle	
  Tagorda	
  (HPHA	
  Student	
  Rep.):	
  	
  
tagordam@hawaii.edu	
  

Working	
  Group	
  members	
  (15)	
  iden5fied	
  and	
  invited	
  in	
  June	
  2015	
  	
  
First	
  monthly	
  mee5ng	
  held	
  in	
  August	
  2015	
  

Working	
  Group	
  co-­‐chaired	
  by	
  DOH	
  and	
  HPHA	
  
Mee5ng	
  agendas	
  to	
  date	
  include:	
  
MeeKng	
  1:	
  Aug	
  20,	
  2015:	
  Focus:	
  Introduc5on	
  to	
  WG;	
  overview	
  of	
  
HCR108,	
  SD1	
  and	
  HCCWG	
  purpose;	
  Climate	
  Change	
  Hawai‘i	
  
ac5vi5es;	
  Developing,	
  improving,	
  integra5ng	
  and	
  maintaining	
  state	
  
and	
  regional	
  disease	
  surveillance	
  systems	
  and	
  monitoring	
  capacity	
  
to	
  respond	
  to	
  health-­‐related	
  effects	
  of	
  climate	
  change	
  

MeeKng	
  2:	
  Sept.	
  17,	
  2015:	
  Focus:	
  Water	
  security,	
  food	
  safety,	
  and	
  
vector-­‐borne	
  infec5ous	
  diseases	
  

MeeKng	
  3:	
  Oct.	
  15,	
  2015:	
  Focus:	
  Respiratory	
  and	
  pulmonary	
  effects,	
  
including	
  responses	
  to	
  air	
  allergens;	
  The	
  health	
  effects	
  of	
  air	
  
pollu5on,	
  including	
  heightened	
  sensi5vity	
  to	
  air	
  pollu5on;	
  Brief	
  
overview	
  of	
  the	
  implica5ons	
  of	
  climate	
  change	
  for	
  the	
  world	
  and	
  
Hawai‘i;	
  The	
  need	
  for	
  ac5on	
  on	
  climate	
  change	
  star5ng	
  yesterday	
  

MeeKng	
  4:	
  Nov.	
  19,	
  2015:	
  Focus:	
  Cardiovascular	
  effects,	
  including	
  
impacts	
  of	
  temperature	
  extremes;	
  Mental	
  and	
  behavioral	
  health	
  
impacts	
  of	
  climate	
  change	
  in	
  the	
  health	
  of	
  displaced	
  persons	
  and	
  at-­‐
risk	
  popula5ons	
  and	
  communi5es;	
  CDC	
  BRACE	
  resources	
  on	
  climate	
  
adapta5on	
  

Working	
  Group	
  Deliverables	
  	
  
• Produce	
  preliminary	
  	
  report	
  and	
  recommenda5ons	
  to	
  the	
  
Department	
  of	
  Health	
  (DOH),	
  which	
  DOH	
  transmits	
  to	
  the	
  2016	
  
Legislature	
  
• Iden5fy	
  key	
  issues	
  to	
  address	
  first	
  and	
  poten5al	
  resources	
  (e.g.	
  CDC’s	
  
BRACE	
  Ini5a5ve)	
  
• Iden5fy	
  poten5al	
  partners	
  to	
  accomplish	
  goals	
  
Long-­‐term	
  ObjecKves	
  
• Establish	
  DOH	
  posi5on	
  to	
  address	
  climate	
  change	
  and	
  health	
  
coordina5on	
  within	
  the	
  DOH	
  and	
  the	
  Public	
  Health	
  workforce	
  	
  
• Seek	
  resources	
  to	
  support	
  adapta5on	
  efforts	
  
• Train	
  and	
  educate	
  public	
  health	
  workforce	
  and	
  community	
  on	
  
adap5ng	
  to	
  climate	
  change	
  while	
  addressing	
  evolving	
  health-­‐related	
  
issues	
  

Ø  Current	
  percep5ons	
  of	
  Climate	
  Change	
  and	
  Health	
  factors	
  appear	
  
to	
  be	
  based	
  on	
  personal	
  knowledge,	
  rather	
  than	
  a	
  more	
  
coordinated	
  public	
  health	
  response	
  

Ø  Public	
  Health	
  needs	
  to	
  discuss	
  these	
  emerging/perceived	
  threats	
  
to	
  determine	
  a	
  coordinated	
  effec5ve	
  response	
  to	
  Climate	
  Change	
  
and	
  Health	
  

Ø  Public	
  health	
  professionals	
  appear	
  to	
  be	
  ready	
  to	
  do	
  their	
  part,	
  if	
  
provided	
  the	
  educa5on,	
  skills	
  and	
  resources	
  

Ø  Draned	
  and	
  edited	
  companion	
  bills	
  SB	
  882	
  and	
  HB	
  591	
  rela5ng	
  
to	
  the	
  establishment	
  of	
  a	
  Climate	
  Change	
  and	
  Health	
  Working	
  
Group	
  

Ø  Wrote	
  concurrent	
  resolu5ons	
  SCR	
  164	
  and	
  HCR	
  108	
  rela5ng	
  to	
  
the	
  establishment	
  of	
  a	
  Climate	
  Change	
  and	
  Health	
  Working	
  
Group	
  (no	
  funding)	
  

Ø  Collaborated	
  with	
  other	
  public	
  and	
  private	
  sector	
  organiza5ons	
  
to	
  tes5fy	
  in	
  support	
  of	
  the	
  bills	
  and	
  resolu5ons	
  

Ø  Provided	
  lead	
  tes5mony	
  at	
  House	
  and	
  Senate	
  Health	
  and	
  	
  
Environment	
  hearings	
  related	
  to	
  the	
  bills	
  and	
  resolu5ons	
  

Jan	
  2015:	
  
COMPANION	
  BILLS	
  

INTRODUCED	
  

•  SB	
  882	
  
• HB	
  591	
  

March	
  2015:	
  
CONCURRENT	
  
RESOLUTIONS	
  
INTRODUCED	
  

•  SCR	
  164	
  
• HCR	
  108	
  

Resolu5on	
  Passed	
  in	
  	
  
May	
  2015:	
  

HCR	
  108,	
  SD	
  1	
  

• HAWAI‘I	
  
WORKING	
  
GROUP	
  ON	
  
CLIMATE	
  

CHANGE	
  AND	
  
HEALTH	
  

14%	
  

35%	
  
38%	
  

12%	
  

1%	
  
0%	
  
5%	
  

10%	
  
15%	
  
20%	
  
25%	
  
30%	
  
35%	
  
40%	
  
45%	
  
50%	
  

To	
  collect	
  data	
  and	
  
informa5on	
  on	
  
changing	
  health	
  
status	
  of	
  the	
  
popula5on	
  

To	
  educate	
  and	
  
inform	
  the	
  public	
  

regarding	
  poten5al/
pending	
  threats	
  to	
  

health	
  

To	
  work	
  with	
  policy	
  
makers	
  on	
  

addressing	
  poten5al	
  
impacts	
  of	
  climate	
  
change	
  on	
  health	
  

To	
  mobilize	
  public	
  
health	
  and	
  ensure	
  a	
  

coordinated	
  
response	
  to	
  health	
  

threats	
  

Public	
  health	
  has	
  
liFle/no	
  role	
  to	
  play	
  

on	
  this	
  issue	
  

What	
  do	
  you	
  see	
  as	
  the	
  PRIMARY	
  ROLE	
  of	
  the	
  public	
  
health	
  community	
  in	
  addressing	
  health-­‐related	
  effects	
  of	
  

climate	
  change?	
  (N=84)	
  

Hawai’i	
  Climate	
  Change	
  and	
  Health	
  IniKaKve:	
  
Lessons	
  Learned	
  to	
  Date	
  

The	
  Public	
  Health	
  
Community’s	
  Primary	
  
Roles	
  are	
  to	
  Work	
  with	
  

Policy	
  Makers	
  and	
  Educate	
  
the	
  Public	
  on	
  Climate	
  

Change	
  and	
  Health	
  Issues	
  

Ø  Involve	
  your	
  Affiliate	
  membership	
  in	
  the	
  issue	
  
Ø  Use	
  APHA	
  Climate	
  Change	
  and	
  Health	
  resources	
  
Ø  Invite	
  all	
  interested	
  state	
  and	
  community	
  organiza5ons	
  to	
  the	
  table	
  
Ø  Include	
  college	
  students/future	
  leaders	
  in	
  the	
  process	
  
Ø  Revisit	
  goals	
  frequently	
  
Ø  Seek	
  partners	
  for	
  research	
  and	
  informa5on	
  sharing	
  
Ø  Provide	
  start-­‐up	
  support	
  for	
  development	
  and	
  implementa5on,	
  

even	
  it	
  is	
  an	
  unfunded	
  venture	
  

The	
  Hawai’i	
  Public	
  Health	
  AssociaKon	
  Hawai‘i	
  Climate	
  Change	
  and	
  Health	
  IniKaKve:	
  
2013-­‐2015	
  

Hawai‘i	
  LegislaKve	
  and	
  Policy	
  Advocacy	
  
Climate	
  Change	
  and	
  Health:	
  

Spring	
  2015	
  

• Following	
  an	
  HPHA-­‐organized	
  briefing	
  on	
  climate	
  change	
  and	
  
health	
  held	
  at	
  the	
  State	
  Capitol	
  on	
  October	
  23,	
  2014,	
  the	
  
decision	
  was	
  made	
  to	
  work	
  with	
  key	
  state	
  legislators	
  to	
  
introduce	
  a	
  climate	
  change	
  and	
  health	
  bill	
  (HB	
  591	
  and	
  SB	
  882).	
  	
  
• During	
  ini5al	
  hearings	
  on	
  the	
  2	
  bills,	
  resistance	
  emerged	
  that	
  
focused	
  on	
  HB	
  591	
  proposing	
  to	
  amend	
  the	
  Hawai‘i	
  Climate	
  
Adapta5on	
  Ini5a5ve	
  Act	
  83,	
  Session	
  Laws	
  of	
  Hawai‘i,	
  2014.	
  	
  
• The	
  stated	
  purpose	
  of	
  Act	
  83	
  was	
  to	
  address	
  the	
  effects	
  of	
  
climate	
  change	
  to	
  protect	
  the	
  State’s	
  economy,	
  health,	
  
environment,	
  and	
  way	
  of	
  life.	
  	
  
• Act	
  83	
  established	
  an	
  interagency	
  climate	
  adapta5on	
  commiFee	
  
within	
  the	
  State	
  Department	
  of	
  Land	
  and	
  Natural	
  Resources	
  
(DLNR).	
  	
  
• The	
  proposed	
  Act	
  83	
  climate	
  change	
  commiFee	
  would	
  first	
  and	
  
foremost	
  focus	
  on	
  and	
  develop	
  sea	
  level	
  rise	
  vulnerability	
  and	
  
adapta5on	
  reports.	
  DLNR	
  opposed	
  revisi5ng	
  this	
  intent.	
  
• HPHA	
  nego5ated	
  a	
  new	
  approach	
  to	
  establishing	
  climate	
  change	
  
and	
  health	
  as	
  a	
  resolu5on	
  rather	
  than	
  a	
  bill	
  

HPHA	
  Climate	
  Change	
  and	
  Health	
  Survey	
  
Key	
  Findings	
  

Working	
  Group	
  Updates	
  

Conclusions	
  


